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Situated on W. Sixth Street, between Franklin and 
Exchange. Lot 60 by 120 feet. Frame Chapel pur- 
chased, and placed on rear of lot. Dedicated, 
23,1883, and stillinuse. 

Brick Church, 37 by 50, witha study i in the rear, erected 
in 1885 at a cost of $4,500; corner-stonelaid, September | 
6; church dedicated, December 20. There is a fine me- 
morial window (nine feet in diameter) above the altar, 


3 ‘with the head of Christ, and the inscription “‘I am the 


Resurrection and the Life.”’ The church contains a pipe 
organ. 
This is the-first English building 
erected in Minnesota. 

The work has developed until, to-day, St. Paul init 
suburbs contain three English Lutheran church buildings, 
with <wo Mission Sunday-Schools at other points. A 
small chapel isnow building for one of these. The parent _ 
church became ene! in 1890. : 
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SYNODICAL SERMON 


BY THE 


REV. GEORGE H. GERBERDING, A. M., > 


OF 


ST. MARK’S ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA. 


The Lutheran Multitudes: Their Needs, and How oe 
Supply Them. 
MARK VI. 34-44. 


Every service in the House of God ough to be 
ac occasion of deep interest. Some services, however, are _ 
| fraught with more absorbing interest than others. The 
service for. which we are gathered this evening is cer- 
tainly an occasion full of unusual interest and inspiration. 
In addition tothe ordinary worship of the sanctuary 
and the hearing of the divine Word, this is a sacramental 
service. As “one bread and one body,” we propose to 
partake of Him who is the living Bread tant ‘cometh 
down from heaven.”’ | 
' But, more than this, v we » engage this evening in the 6 
opening service of a convention called together for the 
-purpose of organizing an English Lutheran Synod. 
Surely, then, this ought to be an inspiring service. | 
Taking the words of our text asa basis, we consider: : 


THE LUTHERAN THEIR NEEDs, AND How 
To Suppty THEM. 


I. We look first on the bright side of the 
The scene presented in our text is an inspiring one. 
An immense concourse of people numbering five thou- , . 
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sand men, hesides the uncounted women and children, 


crowds the plains on the eastern shore of the sea of | 
Galilee. This multitude had gathered there for the 
special purpose of being near to Jesus and getting bless- — 
ings from Him. Jesus had eluded them at Capernaum, 
had taken ship privately with Hjs disciples and come to 


_ the hither side in order to be alone and rest with them. 
But the multitudes were not willing to be separated 
from Him. They had started to run round the northern 


end of the lake, had waded the river Jordan, and began 


- to arrive on the eastern side when Jesus and his disciples 


landed. So intent were they on being with Jesus. 
Moreover a large proportion of them were Passover 
Pilgrims. They were on their way to Jerusalem to cel- 
ebrate in the Temple the greatest religious festival of 
their church, Arriving at Capernaum they had heard of 


and come in contact with that wonderful Jesus of 
Nazareth whose fame had gone throughcut the land. 


Here they were, a vast religious throng, crowding round 


_ Jesus, listening all day long to His wonderful words of 


life, experiencing in their bodies and spirits His wonder- 
ful deeds of love. So intent and enraptured with this 
Christ were they that they forgot the needs of their 
bodies, and took no thought. for food or shelter for the 
night. 

Truly a rare and i inspiring ‘dated 

From these crowds by Gallilee’s sea, let us turn to 
look at our Lutheran multitudes. The synod that we © 
are about to organize will labor more especially in the 
great states of Wisconsin, Minnesota, and the two 


Dakotas. Looking over this vast domain we have vis- 


ions of 
| “Empires yet to be.”’ 


What Lutheran multitudes already within the bor-| 


ders of these important and rapidly growing common- 


wealths! Over a year ago Wisconsin had 383 Lutheran 
ministers, 816 Lutheran eee = 162, 816 


Lutheran 
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Minnesota had 338 ministers, 923 Luth-— 
eran congregations, and 251 communi- 
cants. 

South Dakota ‘had 83 Lutheran ‘mndie 270 
Lutheran congregations, and 16,473 Lutheran communi- 
cants. 

North. Dakota had 54 Lutheran ministers, 200 
Lutheran congregations, and 17,757 Lutheran -com- 
municants. 

On a safe estimate we can claim that in Wisconsin, 

_ Minnesota, and South Dakota at least one-fourth of the. 
whole population is by birth and by baptism Lutheran. 
In North Dakota over one-half of the populationis thus 
Lutheran. The latter’ is proportionally the strongest 
Lutheran state in the Union. The communicant mem- 
bership of our church in the latter state is more than 
_ twice as large as that of the Methodists, Baptists, Pres- 
byterians, and Congregationalists COMBINED. 
_ . In these four states the Lutheran church preaches the 
Gospel in at least eight languages. When we céntem- 
-plate these Lutheran masses we ebscisee ne: find matter for 
inspiration. 
Now, let us bear in mind that the adults of this vast | 
- population of our church have, as a rule, been instructed 
in the doctrines of God’s Word as set forth in Luther’s — 
Catechism. They have been confirmed in Lutheran — 
‘Churches and have communed at Lutheran altars. They - 
have in their homes and have read more or less of the 
» rich and matchless devotional literature of our church. 
' Taken as a whole they have a more clear and compre- 
_ hensive view of the way of. salvation, as revealed in the 
divine Word, than the members of any other chyrch. 

They are an educated and intelligent people.” They 
desire to have their children educated also. The state 
superintendent of the public schools of North Dakota 
informed us that there are no more intelligent and 
enthusiastic patrons of the public schools than the Scan- 
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dinavians. But they do more than appreciate our ex- 
cellent public schools. They want schools under ‘the 
auspices of their own church. Their parochial schools 
in these four states are the wonder of their neighbors of 
other churches, or no church. They are zealous for high — 


schools, academies, andcolleges. In allof them the Word 


of God has a prominent place in the class room as well 
as in the daily worship. In this comparatively young 
state of Minnesota they have upwards of ten first-class _ 
academies and colleges and four theologicol seminaries. 
‘These theological seminaries, in Minnesota alone, have 
upwards of one hundred and fifty students. Four years 


ago in the Red River Valley the Lutherans had nota —_ 


single institution of higher education. Now they have 
two academies and two incipient colleges. 3 

These people are also wonderfully thrifty in worldly 
affairs. They already own a large proportion of the 
real estate and are prominent in all the business life of 
these four states. It requires no prophetic gift toforetell | 


that the men and women who will, inthe life-time of the 
present generation, own the largest and best part of the 
- land, control the capital, mould the politics, direct the 
education, and give tone to society in these regions, are 


Lutheran boys and girls to-day. 


Is it not, therefore, an inspiring outlook that lies be- — S 
fore the Lutheran Church of these four states! Lift up. 


your eyes and behold! What crowds of people! People 
of our church! What armies of children! Children of 
our faith! What greatness, what power, what influence 
seems in sight! We feel ready to sing | | 


**Glorious things of Thee are 
Zion, Gity of our God.” | 


II. But there is another side of the nletuce ti in our 
text and to this vision of Lutheran prosperity. That 
multitude by the seaside presents also a very sad object. 
It was a great, unorganized, restless, helpless, hungry, 
and homeless crowd. -How sad to contemplate such a 
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surging sea of humanity. There is something peculiarly 


pathetic and melancholy about it. They were ina desert 


place, far from any hamlet or human habitation. All 


day long they had tarried, with nothingto eat, and now oe 


- night was about to settle down upon the sad scene. We 


can see the anxious faces of mothers and hearthe hungry . 
cries of children. There is serious danger of suffering 


ae from weakness and exposure. What is to be done? : a 
There is plenty of grass for cattle, but no food conven- ~~ 


tient forman. The distant village might be applied to; 


_ but there is no certainty that they have proper food, Sse | 


; the gathering gloom of the — see asad ee 


enough of it, or the will to let the hungry have it. -In 


so there is a side ‘to the vision of the 


Lisitteatal multitudes that we have contemplated. | 
_A large proportion of them arestrangers in a strange 


land. They are far from home. They are in a spiritual 


desert. They are spiritually destitute. They are cut off : 
from the churches of their fathers, where they were bap- 


tized and confirmed, and at whose altars they once com- | 
muned, The old ties that bound them to the House of © 
God are all reversed. The old associations and compan- 


ionships that drew them to the church are all gone. If 


there is a church of their own faith within reach of their 
new home it has an unfamiliar look. Its pastorhasa — 
strange voice and. it is full of unknown faces. The old 


time welcomes and greetings are sadly missed. None of — 


these old ties draw or bind them to the chnrch in the | 


new land. 


The most of these torn loose from 


‘their former ties and pitched their tents these new 


regions from worldly motives. Had the moving purpose 


_ for changing homes been like that of the Pilgrim Fathers, 


or of the companions of the sainted Dr. Walther, or of 
the persecuted Lutherans from the Baltic Provinces, 
they would form more hopeful material for the American 
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Lutheran Church. For all of these sought these western 
shores in order that they might enjoy , 


Freedom to worship God.”’ 


But with the great mass of our Lithenes immi-~ 
grants the case is entirely different. They come hither to 
better their worldly condition, to secure for themselves 
better homes, to own farms, to make money, to get rich. 


What wonder then, that, with all the former bonds and 


friendships of the church broken, they should be careless 
about the church in the new home? What wonder that 
‘the cares of this life, the deceitfulness of riches and the 
lust of other things entering in’’ should choke the old seed © 


and make it unfruitful? What wonder if they are speed- 
_ ily filled with the prevailing spirit of materialism and in- 

‘difference to the claims of the Church of Christ? They 
have “‘no time’’ for the church, for the Word of God, or — 
for family instruction and devotion. They speedily learn 


to worship the god of the land, thealmightydollar! Oh, 
how sad, that vast multitudes of the children of the 
Church of the Reformation are thus spiritually destitute 
and i in danger of perishing! ?. 
Then, too, their own church often seems seers in- 


| “different as to these strangers withinherreach. Ministers 


are content to preach to those who are minded to come. 


_ There is little or no pastoral effort to gather in and pro- 
_ vide for those who are perishing at the church’s doors. 
_ There are pastors living in sight or reach of their own 2 
countrymen and fellow Lutherans, who pass by their 


houses, meet them on their travels, deal with them in 


business, speak to them about crops, business and poli- | 


tics, yet who never say a word to these poor, careless ones’ 


about their souls, or even invite them to the House of 


God. How will they face them in the Judgment Day? 
What if these neighbors, acquaintances, and original 
members of the household of faith there meet these pas-_ 


torsand say: “If you had spoken to me and made an 


effort to save me I might have been saved ?” 
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And then how strange and sad that maiiy Lutheran 
ministers seem so utterly indifferent as to what becomes — 
of the children and youth of their own chirch. If these 
young people stay away from church they are not looked 
after. If they are brought up in a Sunday School where 
they drink in another faith and spirit, they are allowed 
to go without one earnest effort to retain or reclaim | 
them. Parents are not even instructed as to the danger 
_ of allowing the children to spend their Lord’s Days | 
away from the church of their fathers, or in churches — 

that deny the precious faith of their own church. _ | 
7 The disciples in our text said of the destitute crowds, 
‘*Send them away that they may go into the country 
round about and into tke villages and buy bread.” Let 
them, look out for themselves, we don’t care. | 
And so these criminally careless pastors say: “Let 
them go to others if they will, we don't care.” 


Perhaps the distant villagers would have been glad : 


sell bread, and by the want of the 
multitude. 

And so there: are of so-called churches, 
about these careless Lutherans, that are perfectly willing 


_. to profit by the neglected young Lutherans. These 


neighboring denominations do not wait until careless 
Lutherans send their children. But they use every effort 
to draw them into their own folds and thereby 
strengthen them. They know and appreciate the value 
of these Lutheran youth and children. They realize that 
the church that gets these children has the future, and 
therefore these organized, persistent, and wide-spread 
efforts to proselyte Lutherans. We might take up hours 
‘in speaking of these efforts. We might show how these 
denominations have their traveling missionaries, secre- 


taries and theological students by the scores and hun- 


dreds all over our land. Their measure of success is 
largely due to the fact that the Lutheran youth, born 
and brought up in this land as a rule, prefers the lan- 
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‘guage of the land. Our excellent public schools are, of 
necessity, English. The commercial and legal language 


is English. The daily press, and the literature are Eng- 
lish. In nearly all our towns and cities the language of 
the shop and street is English. The children get it with- 
out ateacher. They breathe it in withtheair. It comes 
to them in their sleep. ‘They soon learn to ia to 
think and to dream in English. | a 
It is a remarkable fact, that in our cities where Ger- 


| man Lutherans have their strong, well-equipped and 
efficient parochial schools, the language of the play- 
ground is English. Perhaps it should not be so. Cer- _ 


tainly the children should learn the language of their 


parents. Certainly the more languages the child learns 
the better. All this we cheerfully concede. But with all 


that the above facts remain. They cannot be gainsaid — 
or changed. | 
these children of the Lutheran 
Church will want the gospel in English. | If their own 
church does not give it to them, —— will get it else- 
where. 
The Church has had lessons 


and losses enough in the past. In the East the early 
_ Lutheran Church in Americalost whole colonies. Where 


to-day are the descendants of the Swedes who landed on 
the Deleware, only eighteen years after the Puritans 


landed at Plymouth Rock? All in other churches. 
Why? Because their own church did not give them Eng- 
lish. The same is true of the Dutch Lutherans, who > 


came from Holland only one year after the Pilgrims came 
from England. And so. we have’lost whole congrega- 
tions. And so we have lost individuals by the hundreds 
and thousands. What ‘have we not lost often, by one 
boy? Dr. William Augustus Muhlenberg, of New York, 
was a Lutheran boy, a great-grandson of the Patriarch 
of American Lutheranism. Because his own church did 
not provide English for him, he grew up in an Episcopal 
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Sunday School and was confirmed by an Episcopal 
bishop. He became one of the most eminent, earnest and 
powerful ministers that church ever had in this country. 


He became the founder of that whole grand system of 


hospital work for which the Episcopal Church is noted 
to-day. He received his inspiration for this work largely 
from Rev. Dr. Passavant, of Pittsburg, and through him 

from the Lutheran Deaconess Institute at Kaiserwerth, 
' Germany. Yet Dr. Muhlenberg was a Lutheran boy and 
was lost to our own church because she did not give him 
the gospel in what had become his mother-tongue. | 


And this we have lost men of piety, culture, wealth 


and influence, who have made their mark in every walk 


and station of life. They have became a mighty power 


for good in other churches. 


But enough on this point. Shall the sad mistakes 2s 
the East be repeated in the West ? 


They are already being repeated in many aid in 


hundreds of towns and cities all over the West the best 
blood is being drained away from the Lutheran Church. 


In hundreds of towns, where there is a large Lutheran 


population, there isnot a single Lutheran Sunday School 
and the Lutheran children are being trained up for other 


churches in their Sunday Schools. So we found it in — 
Alexandria, Ada, and Crookston, Minnesota, and also . 


in Buxton, Mayviile, and Hatton, North Dakota. In all 
of these places there are now Lutheran Sunday Schools, 
some entirely English and.some with English classes. 

* Ait. And this is the object and mission of :the 
EvANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF THE 
- Nortuwest.’’ This Synod proposes to help tostop this 
fearful leak. It is our sole aim and purpose to assist our 
Lutheran brethren, of whatever language or synodical 


connection, to save theirchildren to the Lutheran Church. 
While some Lutherans may say: ‘“‘Send them away and - 


and let them buy bread where they please,’’ we believe 
that the Master says tous: ‘Give ye them to eat.” 
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Itis by no means our purpose to antagonize or work 
against any existing Lutheran Churches. We do not de- 
sire to take a single member away from another church. 
We only ask of our Lutheran Churches whieh use a 


foreign tongue, that they kindly let us have what they 


cannot hold. All we ask is the crumbs that fall from 


_ their tables. It is our desire and purpose that we in. 
turn may help these our neighbors. That we will send 


to them any such Lutherans as we may find, who can 
appreciate the gospel better in their language than in 
ours. It isour hope and prayer that we may be enabled 
to work hand in hand with all our brethren in the one 


precious faith, and that our little Synod may become in- | 


strumental in drawing closer together the divided ranks 
of our own dear church. ) 

Our beginning is small. The multitudes and their 
wants are great. But as the blessed Jesus with His 
believing disciples and apostles was present in the 
desert-place, as the loaves and fishes were there, and as 


the lad who carried them was there; so we believe that 


the same compassionate Master ishere also. His believ- 
ing disciples are here. His ministers who are in the 
apostolic succession of truth are here. The loaves and 
fishes, the Word and Sacraments, are here and the lads. 
who will help us carry them to the multitudes are here. 
Is not the Church of Christ then with us? Are we not — 
of and in that church? Who wiil dispute our faith? our 
ministry ? oursacraments ? our believing communicants | 
and our consecrated children ? 
Let us go forth then in the Master’s name. Let us 
heed him as He says: ‘Give ye them toeat.”’ We see 
the need. Let us feel the responsibility. Let us have 
compassion even as the Master has. Let us be ready to — 
gird ourselves as servants even as the apostles did. Let. 
us be ready to betheservants of all whom we can assist 
and help. Let us be ready to look afterthestranger, the 
neglected, the out-cast, the wanderer, the poor and 
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needy. Let us be ready to stoop down and extend the 
of sympathy and help to those who feel embittered, 
who say that the church does not care for them. Let us 
gather neglected children from the streets and alleys and 
Christless homes of our cities and towns. Letus gather 
all such into Sunday Schools and congregations. 

And let us look about for those who will carry the _ 
Word and some day the Sacraments. These lads -and 
lasses let us gather in and train. They will make: our 
Sunday School teachers, our deaconesses sand our 
ministers. 

Let us look to the good order and comfort of all, 
such. Jesus ordered them to sit down on the soft, cool 


grass. He ordered them to sit in groups and companies. U . 


Thus we must do all things decently and in order. We 
must organize our Sunday. Schools, our churches, our 
Synod, our work in cities, in states, by. conferences, by 
_ state missionaries, by every arrangement by which the _ 
. destitute may be effectually reached and cared for. 

- Thus let us also cultivate in ourschools and churches 
and all our work that spirit of kindness which looks to the 
comfort of every individual, which makes everyone feel 
welcome, which has the warm and encouraging hand- 
grasp for every stranger. “Thus can we help, at least, to 
fulfill the grand and glorious mission that God has given 
to our church in this land. 3 


No other church has suchamission. No other church = 


can do such a work. It is our privilege to help save this 
land forChrist and His truth. Itis ourstostandby and 
bear witness to the whole truth of the wholedivine Word. — 
It is ours to take a stand against the Materialism, the 
Deism, the Rationalism, the Fanaticism, and the Roman- 
ism that all threaten our fair land. | 

Our situation is not always pleasant. We are not — 


wanted, even by those whom we desire to help. We are” of 


often misunderstood and misinterpreted. We are often 
ridiculed and sneered at because in these regions we are 
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stillso weak. But “the is with us, the 
| God of Jacob is our Refuge.”’ 
| aes - Only let us keepclose to the blessed Christ and follow 
| implicitly and closely His directions. Let us get from — 
Eb his blessed hands what we set before our people. 
. will it be our blessed privilege to make of these 
Northwestern states, the brightest among the stars 
of our country’s flag. 
‘Thus may our Synod go forth, “ ‘ bright as the. san, 
fair as the moon, and terrible as an army with banners.” 
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Missionary Conference. 


ST. Joun’ S, MInn., 
Sept. 17-18, 1890. 


; The Missionary Superintendent of the English 

Home Missions of the General Council, Rev. Wm. 
A, Passavant, Jr., being on his way to inspect the 
work on the Pacific Coast, invited the Missionaries 
to meet him for conference at St. John’s, Minneap- 
olis, the oldest of the missions, Rev. G. H. Trabert, 


Wednesday and ‘Hinreday, Sept: 17 18, were 


spent in discussing papers concerning various 
_ phases of the work. The participants were Revs. 
G. H. Trabert, A.J. D. Haupt, G. H. Gerberding, 
W. L. Smith, C: B. Lindtwed, W. K. Frick, H. L. 
McMurray, J. Sander, and Student G. Gebert. 

It was stated that Memorial, St. Paul, which 
became self-supporting May 15, 1890, had resolved 
to withdraw from the Swedish Augustana Synod 
and to unite with an English-speaking synod. The 
H.:M. Committee had, however, counseled delay. 
A number of the missionaries present then united 
privately in requesting the advice of the Committee 

as to their future synodical relations. 
Committee subsequently resolved that 
‘believed that the necessities of the English Home — 
~ Mission work imperatively demand the ultimate 
an in the Northwest, 
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but ‘‘left the detestiination of the time to the 


_ judgment of the men occupying the field.”’ 


For some reason this action did not reach the | 
missionaries until after the call for a preliminary 
convention had been issued. 


Preliminary Convention. 


-Memoriat Cuurcn, St. Minn., 
WEDNESDAY, July 8th, 1891. 

At 8 p. m. Revs. G. H. Trabert, G. H. EMER, : 
W.-K. Frick. W. L. Smith, C. B. Lindtwed, and A. J. 
D. Haupt, and Messrs H.W.Knauffand J.H. Hensel, 
lay delegate and alternate. of Memorial Church, 
with the Missionary Superintendent, Rev. W. A. 


-Passavant, Jr., met in the chapel of Memorial | 


Church to form a Preliminary organization ae 
English Lutheran Synod. is 
After a short opening service, Rev. W. K. Frick, 
as chairman of the committee of arrangements, 
called the convention to order, and read the call 
for the convention issued May 5, 1891: 
Wuereas, There are quite a number of English : 
Lutheran congregations in Wisconsin, Minnesota 
and North Dakota, of different Synodical connect- 
ions or wholly independent, and sis 
WHEREAS, it is desirable that these congrega- 


tions should be brought into closer working rela- 4 
tions to one another, therefore be it 


Resolved, That the Council of the Church of 
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the Redeemer, af calls on the 
_ English Lutheran churches of the General Council 
in the above named states, through their pastors 
and church councils, to take the necessary steps for 
the holding of a convention for the organization _ 
of an English Synod in connection with the 
General Council, and requests the Revs. A. J.D. 
Haupt, of St. Paul, G. H. Gerberding, of Fargo, 
_ and W. K. Frick, of Milwaukee, to act as a com- 
: “mittee to carry out the above resolution. 
A number of congregations in accepting it had 
elected lay delegates, but with a sin gle cxngpens: 
_ they were unable to be present. 


-Temporary officers were then chosen, viz: Rev. a 


_G. H. Gerberding, President; Rev. A. J. D. Haupt, 
‘Secretary. 
The Missionary was welcomed, 
and invited to a seat and vote. He reported the 
action of the Home Mission Committee as. quoted 
above. | 
The topic: “ The present Synodical odation of 
the pastors and congregations represented, and 


_ -their feeling towards the organization of an Eng- 


lish Synod” was then discussed. 
ae motion of Rev. A. J.D. Haupt, it was resolved, 
that’ the territory embraced by the new Synod. be 
Minnesota and adjacent states, with the under- 
standing that if the individual pastors and con- 


| _ gregations west of us desire to connect with us we 


gladly receive them. 
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THURSDAY, July oth, 9a. M. 


The ‘‘ Principles of Faith and Church Polity "oe 
the General Council were then read, discussed, and 
unanimously accepted. . 

On motion of Rev. W. K. Frick, the Konveutlae 
proposed to the Synod the name of “THE ENGLISH 
EVANGELICAL LUTEERAN SYNOD OF THE NortH- 


—WEST.”’ 


Rev. Willard L. Smith moved that we recom- 
mend to the Synod that the English language be 
the only official language of the Synod and confer- 


ences, and that only congregations using the En- . 


glish language be eligible to membership. Carried. 
It was resolved that the meeting for organization 


be held in Memorial Church on Tuesday, Sept. 22, 
| 


THURSDAY, 2p. M. 


Mr. A: of St. John’ S, Minneapolis, was 
made an advisory member. 
On motion of Rev. G. H. Trabert, a eceenitehals 


on Constitution was appointed. Committee: Revs. 


Gerberding, Haupt, and Frick, and Messrs. H. W. 


_ Knauff of St. Paul and A. C. Behne of Milwaukee. 


On motion, Rev. W. L. Smith was appointed a 
Committee on Statistics and Parochial Reports. 
Rev. W. A. Passavant moved that the secretary 
be instructed to correspond with all the English 


pastors and congregations in the Northwest be- _ 
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longing to the General Counéil, inviting: them to 
the new Synod.. Carried. | 
_ It was also moved that the secretary request the 
pastors desiring to connect themselves with this 
Synod to present regular letters of dismissal from 
their respective Synods, and that the congrega- 
tions send a written application for admission 
together with their constitutions. Carried. _ | 
On motion the temporary officers were made a 
a committee on. programme for the meetin g oe 
Synod. 
Rev. A. J.D. Haupt moved that the traveling ¢ ex- 
penses of the members of this convention be equal- 
ized. Carried, and the a Com- 
mittee on Equalization. 
After the singing of “Ein Gate Bae prayer, 
and tl benediction by Rev. G. H. T rabert, the 
convention adjourned sine die. — 
Temporary Secretary. 
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MINUTRS 


OF THE . 


SYNODICAL MEETING. 


Opening Service. — 


The first Annual Meeting of the ‘English Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest,” was 
held in Memorial Church, St. Paul, Moe 
Rey. A. J. D. Haupt, pastor. 2 

It was opened on Tuesday evening, ‘September 


22, with Divine Service according to the Order for 


Morning Service in the Church Book, the pastor 


loci officiating., -The President, pro tem, Rev. 


George H. Gerberding, of St. Mark’s, Fargo, 
preached the opening sermon on Mark vi, 34-44 
“The Lutheran Multitudes: Their Needs and How 
to Supply them.” This was followed by the ad- 


ministration of the Sacrament of the Altar. 


First Session. 


MeEmoriAL CuuRcH, St Rawr. 
WEDNESDAY, Sept. 23, 9:30 a. M. 


After the singing of Hymn 262, the opening | 
exercises of the first business session were con- 
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: ducted by the officers of the Preliminary Conven- 
tion, according to the Liturgy of the Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania. 


On behalf of a committee lopoiatill is the 


chair last evening, Rev. Willard L. Smith read the 
following 


REPORT ON CREDENTIALS. | 
Committee on Credentials would respect-. | 


fully report that they have examined and approved 


the letters of dismissal of the several pastors as 
named. They have also examined the constitu- 
. tions and applications of the several congrega- 
tions submitted in regard to the following points, 
viz: The Faith of the Congregation and Pastor, 
and the provision governing Synodical connections. 
have also examined and approved the cre- 
- dentials of lay delegates. 

Pastors: Revs. W. K. Frick andA. J.D. Haupt, 
from the Scandinavian Augustana Synod; Rev. G. 
H. Gerberding, from the Pittsburg Synod; Rev. 
H. L. McMurray, fromthe District Synod of Ohio; 
and Revs. W. L. Smith, R. L. Leatherman, and A. 
Steimle, from the Ministerium of Pennsylvania. 

Congregations and accredited delegates: Memor- 
ial, St. Paul, H. W. Knauff; St. Mark’s, Fargo, 
: Paul Gross ; Trinity, West St: Paul, Henry Miller; 
Church of the Redeemer, Milwaukee, Albert C. 
Behne; St. John’s, Duluth, Bernt Johnson; and St. 
Mark's, North St. Paul, J. G. Earhuff. 

L. Smira, 
A. STEIMLE, 
H. W. KNAUFF. . 


The roll as constituted shows an attendance ‘of 


7 Pastors and 3 Lay Delegates, 6 
Parishes. 
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Roll of Spnod. 


Pastors. Parisues. | Lay DELEGATES. 


Ordained. 


Church of Redeemer, 
4. WK. Prick. 1873 Milwaukee, Wis. Albert C. Behne,a.,e 


2. G. H.Gerberding.|1876 pak, | Paul Gross, a., e. 


3. H.L. MeMurray./1677 St, John ‘inn, Bernt Johnson. 


4. A. J. D. Haupt. «(11884 Minn. Henry W. Knauf. 


| Trinity 
5. W. L. Smith. 1889 Paul, Minn, Henry Miller. 
6. A. Steimle. 1891) St. Paul,Minna. JohnG. Earhuff, a.,e. 
7, R.L. Leatherman|1891| | Church not connec- 


Minneapolis, Minn. ted with Synod. 


a, absent ; e, excused, 


Rev. W. K. Frick offered the following: 


ORGANIZING RESOLUTION. 

Led by the Spirit of God to the conviction that 
the time has arrived in the history of the English 
Lutheran work in the Northwest, to organize our- 
selves into a firm Synodical compact, we, the Pas- 
tors and Delegates in convention assembled, do 
hereby, in the fear of God and in humble reliance 


- upon the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, establish — 
an English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the 


Northwest, with temporary officers pending the 


adoption of a constitution; and we invoke the 
blessing of Almighty God on this new organiza- 


tion, established for His glory and the salvation of 
souls. 


Rev.G. H. Gerberding was then President 
pro tem, and Rev. A. Steimle Secretary pro tem. _ 
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The privileges of the floor were accorded to all 
_ visiting clergymen in connection with the General 
Council. The Secretary recorded the names of 
Rev. G. H. Trabert, of Minneapolis, and Rev. J. 
G. Hultkrans, of St. Paul. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION. 
The report of the Committee on Constitution, 


appointed at the Preliminary Convention, was | 
- read. The document was considered seriatim | 


— several sessions. 


The time of the business sessions was determined e 


to be 9:00—11:45 a. M., and 2:15—5:30 Pp. M. 


Rev. W. L. Smith and Rev. R. L. Leatherman. 
were appointed to act as reporters for the daily 


press. 
Adjourned, with prayer Rev. ‘McMur- 


Second Session. 
WEDNESDAY, Sept..23, 2:15 Pp. M. 


Rev. R. L. Leatherman conducted the olieliak 


exercises. Psalm XIX; Hymn 317. The minutes 
of the first session were read and approved. 

Rey. A. Steimle and ‘Rev: W. K. Frick were ap- 
pointed a committee to report the ater of 
the Synod in the church papers. 


The consideration of the Constitution was con-— 


continued. Adjourned with the use of the Lord’s 
Prayer. 


A 
a 
> 
. 
- 
=~ 
? 
‘ 


4 


St. Pavt.] 24 


‘Third Session. 


THURSDAY, Sept. 24, 9 a. M. 


Rev. Willard L. Smith conducted the opening ex- 
ercises. Hymn 316, Psalm CX VI. The minutes of 
the second session were read and approved. | 

Rev. Mr. Haupt read the following: » 


TELEGRAM FROM THE MISSIONARY SUPERINTENDENT. 


PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 23, 1891. 


Long life and God’s blessing for the new Synod. 
W. A. PassavanT, JR. 


It was accepted with thanks and embodied in 
the minutes. 

The consideration of the Constitution was then 
completed, and the Constitution, with the various 


amendments incorporated, adopted as a whole. — 


See Appendix. | 
Rev. Carl Gausewitz, Jr., of the 
was introduced to the Synod by Rev. Mr. Haupt.. 
- The By-Laws were then taken up for considera- 
tion. Adjourned with prayer by Rev. A. Steimle.. 


Fourth Session. 


THURSDAY, Sept. 23, 2: 15 Pe. 


WK. Frick conducted the opening exercises. 
Hymn 242. A portion of PsalmCXIX. The min- 
utes were read and approved. 

Mr. J. A. Bohn, of St. English 
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Church, (tiniest was accorded the privilege 
of the floor. 


The By-Laws and Rules » Order were adopted _ | 


asa whole. See Appendix. 

The Committee on Constitution was 
and Revs. Haupt and Frick were appointed to pre- 

_ pare the document for the minutes. ak 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. ° 
The election of permanent officers was then en- 
tered upon. Rev. R. L. Leatherman and Mr. B. 
Johnson were appointed tellers. They reported 
the following as elected : 3 
President—Rev. GEORGE H. GERBERDING. 
Secretary—Rev. K. Frick. 
Treasurer—Mr. BERNT JOHNSON. 
The President appointed the following 


REGULAR COMMITTEES. 

1. On the Minutes of the General Council—Rev. 
A. Steimle and Rev. R. L. Leatherman. 

2. On Statistics and. Reports—The 
Secretary. 

3. On Apportionments—Rev. w. Tn Smith and 
Mr..H. Miller. | 
4. On Excuses—Rev. A. Steimle. 

5. On Traveling Expensés—Rev. H. L. McMur- 
ray and Mr. B. Johnson. | 
6. On Minutes of the Prekiataney Con vention— 
Rev. A. J. D. Haupt. 

7. On Finance—Mr. H. W. Knauf and Rev. A. 
Steimle. 


PS) 
* 
> 
j 


‘ 


Pau.) 


APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION TO GENERAL 
COUNCIL. 


In compliance with the provisions of Article III., 
Section 4, of the General Cones Constitution, it 
was 


That the hereby ratifies the Com 
stitution and Fundamental Articles of Faith and 


Church Polity of the General Council, and now pro- | | 


ceeds to elect the proper delegates to the next Con-. 


= ention of the General Council at Buffalo, who 
h 


all make SEpHeation for the admission of this | 
Synod, | 


‘DELEGATES TO THE CENERAL COUNCIL. 


PRIMARII. 
Rev. G. H. Getherdin g, Mr. G. Earhuff 
(ex-officio) 
SECUNDI. 


Rev. H. L. McMurray, Mr. Henry Hensel. 
COMPILATION OF LAWS ON CHURCH PROPERTY, | 
ETC. | 
On motion of Rev. W. K. Frick, it was resolved. 
that a committee be appointed tocompile the laws | 
of the several states embraced in the territory of 
this Synod, touching incorporation of churches and 
synods, church property, religious bequests, mar- 
riage, and divorce. 
Committee: Rev. W. K. Prick, 


SYNODICAL SERMON. 

On motion of Mr. H. W. Knauff, the question of 
publishing for distribution the sermon delivered by 
the President at the opening of the Synod was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 
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Resolved, That the President be ‘nai to 
report next year a design for a seal. 


—— with prayer by Rev. R. L. Leatherman 


FRIDAY, Sept. 25, 9a. M. 


Rev. A. ‘Steimle conducted the opening devotional 
_ exercises. The minutes were read and approved. 


REPORT ON BLANK FOR PAROCHIAL REPORTS. _ 
W. L. Smith, appointed at the Preliminary 
. Meeting to prepare a blank for Parochical Reports, | 


reported. His report was adopted. See next Page. 


| REPORT ON APPORTIOMENTS. 


Your committee would recommend that if pos- | 
sible, each pastor of this Synod have his congre- 
gation contribute one dollar ($1.00) percomniuni-- 


- cant member ¢ach year for Synodical and charit- 
- able work; this amount to be divided proportion- 
~ ately as the Executive Committee may deem best. 


WILLARD L. Smrrx. 


‘The report with. its recommendation, was 
adopted. | 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE on FINANCE. 
The Committee on Finance. respectfully submits 
the following report: — 


The total expenses of the Synod for the present 


session we estimate to be about $60.00, not con- . 
sidering the traveling expenses of the delegates, for - 
which a special committee has been appointed. _ 


Thigs¢ com paratively small sum could be raised by 
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| collections in our different churches or by individ- 


ual effort. 


We recommend that the Synodical Sermon be 
included i in the published Minutes, and also that it 


be issued 1 ma separate form for general distribution. 


H. W. KNAUFF, 
A. STEIMLE. 


Report, with i its recommendations, 


REPORT ON TRAVELING EXPENSES. 
Committee on Traveling begs leave 


to report: 


1. That we recommend that in all our congre- 
gations an offering be made on the Sunday preced- 
ing our Synodical convention, the proceeds to be 
used asa Traveling Expense Fund; this offering to 


_be separate and distinct from the Synodical Fund. 


2. We recommend that the actual tra-veling ex- 
penses of clerical and lay delegates be paid out of 


this fund, provided they attend all the business 


"sessions of the Synod unless excused by it. 


3. We recommend that the expenses of the dele- 


gates to the coming Convention of the General 


Council be paid out of the synodical treasury for 
the coming year, provided they attend all the busi- 
ness sessions of the convention, and _ 

4. That the Pastors and Delegates tothis synod- | 
ical convention be required to pay their own ex- 
penses. 


5. It is the opinion of your committee that every 


Parish in the bounds of this Synod that has not 
already done so should be requested at an early 


date to make an offering for the English Lutheran | 


Synod of the Northwest, to meet our present emer- 


L. McMurray, 
MILuer. 


- The sepoct, with its sev eral recommendations, 
was adopted. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON GENERAL 
COUNCIL MINUTES. | 


Your Committee on General Council Minutes re- 
ports that it has examined the minutes of the last — 


Convention of that budy in Pittsburgh, 1889; and 


while we can present no matter which would seem 
to require a motion on the part of the Synod, we. 


_ would still direct the attention of the Synod to the 


report of Dr. Passavant in behalf of the Chicago 
Seminary, showing the gratifying results which 
had been reached, especially in regard to the finan- 
ces, and we would therefore recommend the follow- 
ing action: | 

WHEREAS, We have learned with pleasure that 


the long-contemplated English Theological Semi- 


nary of the General Council at Chicago is to be 


opened in the near future, and we believe that to 


insure the permanent progress of our Lutheran 
Church in this section, we need a ministry from 
the West for the West; ‘be it therefore 
_ Resolved, That we heartily recommend this Sern: 
inary to our people for their prayers and contribu- 
tions; that all of our ministers give notice of the 
opening of the same in their churches on the Sunday 
preceding it; and that renewed efforts be made to 
induce godly parents to consecrate their sons to 
the tant and blessed office of the ministry. 
A. STEIMLE, 
LEATHERMAN. 


. Report adopted by a rising vote. 


[REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES. 


The following delegates have been absent from 
all the sessions: Messrs. Paul Gross, A. C. Behne 
and J.G. Earhuff. This being an unfavorable time 
of the year for the above gentlemen to leave their 
places of business, we recommend that they be ex- 
cused. 

Mr. Henry Miller and Mr. B. Johnson, . after 
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having been present at three sessions respectively, 
were excused by thecommittee on the 
of valid grounds for their absence. 


A. STEIMLE. 


/ 


Adopted. 


INSTRUCTIONS TO GENERAL COUNCIL DELE- 
CATES. 


Rev: A. * D. Haupt proposed the following: 
We would hereby instruct our deiegunm to the 
General Council to urge upon that body: 


1. To send us a traveling missionary for the 
Northwest. 


2. To give us a man ‘for Mayville, North 
Dakota, and adjacent points, and to urgeupon the 
Committee the importance of occupying this field - 
as well as West Superior, Wisconsin. 


3. To appoint a delegate to the United Nor- 
-wegian Church. 


4. Toaccept the invitation of St. John’s, Duluth, 
to hold its next Convention in Duluth. 


DOCTRINAL DISCUSSION. | 
On motion of Rev. W.K. Frick, the second morn- 
ing session of the next meeting will be devoted to 
doctrinal discussion, the President and Pastor 
loci to select the topic and leader. 


é 


CONFERENCES. 

On motion of Mr. H. W. Knauff, the question 
of the formation of Conferences was deferred until 
the next meeting of the Synod. 


CHILDREN’S DAY. 
Resol ved, That we gmat, endorse the General 


? 


| Council’s Children’s day, and eommend its ado 


tion by our Congregations and Sunday Schools. 


PLACE OF NEXT MEETING. 
Invitations for the next meeting were received. 


from St John’s, Duluth, and Church of the Re- 
-deemer, Milwaukee. The former was accepted. 


The time is Wednesday, June 22, 1892. 


THANKS. 
The Synod on motion of Rev. H. L. 


returned thanks to Memorial Church for hospi- 


tality and courtesies extended to this convention. 


MINUTES. 
The Secretary was instructed to have one thon: 
and copies of the Minutes printed, to publish in 


connection with the Minutes proper advertise- 


ments, and to sell to pastors the separate issue of — 


the Synodical Sermon at cost price. 


Each Pastor is to recéive for distribution twice 


as many copies of the Minutes as he hascommuni- 
cants. | 


The President announced the following 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Executi re Committee—The Officers of Synod, ex- 


officio. 


Examining Ww. K. Frick, H. 


McMurray, A.J. D. Haupt, and A. 


Archivarius—The Secretary. 
~ At 12:30 P.M. Synod adjourned. The President 


and Secretary conducted the closing exercises ac- 
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_ cording to the Pennsylvania Ministerium’s Liturgy. 
All united in singing Hymn 274, Luther’s Battle 
Hymn of Reformation: ‘A. Fortress 
1s our Go 


Lord hath done great. us, whereof we 
are glad. 


‘He that goeth forth and hicienl bearing precious 


_ seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing 
his sheaves with him.”” 


K. Frick, 
Secretary. 
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Religious Services. 


evening, Memorial Church, Opening 
Service. Sermon by Rev. G. H. Gerberding, on 
Mark, VI. 34-44, and the Lord’s Supper. : 

- Wednesday evening Trinity Church, West St. 
Paul, Missionary Mass Meeting. Ten minute ad_ 
dresses by various Pastors 

Thursday evening, Dedication of St. Mark’s, 
North St. Paul. Sermon by Rev. W. K. Frick on 


S Psalm LXXXIV. “Enthusiasm for the. House of 


God. 


Friday evening, Meaistiat Church. Foreign 


‘Missionary Meeting. Address by Rev. G. H. 


Trabert. 


On Friday afternoon a member of Alumniof the 
Philadelphia Theological Seminary met at ‘‘ The 
Windsor,’ and organized the Northwestern. 
Alumni Association of the Philadelphia Seminary. 
Officers: Rev. G.H.Trabert, President; Rev. Prof. 
E. G. Lund, Vice-President ; Rev. H. L. McMurray, 
Secretary, and Rev. C. B. Lindtwed, Treasurer. 
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[APPENDIX. } 


Constitution 


OF THE 


ENGLISH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 


THE NORTHWEST. 


ARTICLE I.—Name. 


The Name of this Synod shall be the Excuisu Evan- 
GELICAL LUTHERAN SyNoD OF THE NORTHWEST. 


ARTICLE IL.—Farrn. 


This Synod receives the Canonical Books of the Old 
and New Testaments as the inspired Word of God, the 
only and infallible rule of {aith and practice. It believes 
and confesses that the three Oecumenical Creeds—the | 
Apostles’, the Nicene, and the Athanasian,—and the 
Symbolical Books of the Lutheran Church, viz.: the Un- 
altered Augsburg Confession, the Apology, the Smal- 
cald Articles, the Small and Large Catechisms of Luther, 
and the Formula of Concord, are a true exposition and 
defence of that divine Word; by which Rule and Confes- 
sions all questions of faith and practice —— be decided. 


ARTICLE III.—MEMBERs. 


L This Synod shall consist of Ministers and Con- 
gregations whose faith is in harmony with Article II, 


‘and who are regularly received according to the pro- 
visions of this Constitution. 


2. Every Pastoral Charge shall, in addition to its” 
Pastor or Pastors, be represented by as many Lay Dele- 
gates, who shall be entitled, equally with the Pastors, to 
a voice and vote. 


ARTICLE IV.—Munisters. 
1. In order to insure a ministry of sound faith, fer- 
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vent piety, godly life, and special adaptation to the work 


of this Synod, every Ministerial applicant for admission | | 


shall, in addition to furnishing a letter of dismissal from 
the President of the Synod with which he has been con- 
nected, be subject to a colloquium with the Examining 
- Committee, which shall report to the Ministerium; and 
after considering each case separately, the Ministerium 
shall report to Synod, with or without approval, all ap- 
_plicants not rejected by them. A two-thirds (34) vote of. 
_ the members present in Synodical session shall be neces- 
sary for his reception. | | 


2. Any minister of other than Lutheran connections 
shall, in addition-to the requirements of Section 1, make 
a public declaration of his hearty acceptance of the faith 
of the Lutheran Church, as set forth in Article IT. 


3. It shall be the duty of all Ministers belonging to 
this Synod to avoid fellowship with any societies or or- 
ders for moral or religious ends which do not rest on 
God’s Word, or do not recognize the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the God-man and only Mediator between God and 
man, or which teach doctrines or have usages or forms 
of worship condemned in the Holy Scriptures and our 
Lutheran Confessions, or which assume to themselves 


what God has committed to His Church and its Minis- _ 


ters; especially every such society or order as requires 
undefined obligations to be assumed without divine war- 
rant. And any Minister belonging to this Synod who 
shall, after due admonition, persist in fellowship and co- 
operation with any such anti-Christian society or order, 
whether secret or not, shall be subject to discipline. 


4. Applicants for Ordination shall, in addition to 
the provisions of Section 1, be examined by the Commit- 
tee as to their motives for entering the ministry, and 
their theological attainments, as to which latter the di- 
_ploma of an Evangelical Lutheran theological seminary 
may be accepted as. sufficient evidence. No one shall! he 
otdamed until he has accepted a rightful call. | 

Ordinations occurring at the meetings of Syriod shall 
be performed by the ministerial Officers of Synod, and 
_ others who may be called to assist. Ordinations occur- 
ring between the meetings: of Synod shall, be performed 
by the ministerial Officers or by a committee appointed 
by the President, and, whenever practicable, in the Pa- 
rish to which the applicant has been called. 


5. Every Minister accepting a call to a Parish withirtt . 
this Synod shall inform the President thereof and apply 
to be regularly installed. Whenever a Minister from an-— 
_ otherSynod has accepted a call from a Parish within this 
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Synod, he shall not assume charge or be installed until 


he has expressed a willingness to connect himself with 


this Synod, and been provisionally accepted by the Presi- 


dent of the Synod and of the Conference 1 in which the 
Parish is located. 


6. A Minister withdrawing from acie within this ie 
Synod shall, unless under discipline, be entitled to receive © 


_ from the President a letter of dismissal. 


othe Any Congregation in which the English language 
is used in the public services, in whole or in part, and 
whose Constitution is: approved by the Synod, shall, on 
its written application, be received by a two-thirds (34) 
vote of the members present. 


2. Every Congregation, inasmuch as it receives all 


the benefits of the synodical union, shall be faithful to | 


the Synod in all matters of synodical aapport, practice, 
and government. 


3. Should a Congregation contemplate withdraw- 


ing from the Synod, the Church Council shall ‘notify the 


President of Synod, who shall appoint a committee, of 
which he shall, vf possible, be a member, to be present at 


’ the congregational meeting regularly called according to 


the provisions of its Constitution, in order to confer 
with and advise the Congregation. If at such a meeting © 
two-thirds (%) of the legal voters present favor with- 
drawal, the mattershall lie over at least six (G6) months. 

if, at a second congregational meeting duly called, four- 
fifths (4) of the voting members present decide to with- 
draw, the President’of the Synod shall grant the request. 

Otherwise the property of the Congregation shall remain | 


in the possession of those loyal to the Synod. 


ARTICLE VI.—Dutizs AND Powers. 


The. Duties and Powers of this Synod shall be: 
1. The maintenance and diffusion of sound doctrine. 


2. The decision of controversies in regard to faith 
and practice. 


3. The proper regulation of the human exterunis of 
worship. : 


4. The maintenance of pure discipline to the foster- 
ing of holiness in the ministry and people. 


5. The devising and executing of wise and sclebeiink 
counsels and plans for the education of the FOORE, for 
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the increase of a godly and efficient ministry, for the dif- 
fusion of sound literature, and for the prosecution of the 
missionary and charitable operations of the Church. 


6. The reception, supervision, and dismissal of 
Ministers and Congregations. | 


ARTICLE VII.—Orricers. 


1. The officers of this Synod shall be a President, a 
Secretary, and a Treasurer, who shall be elected annually 
by ballot as provided for in the By-Laws. The President 
and Secretary shall be ministers. 


2. The President shall, as far as possible, i in addition 7 
to the duties indicated by the name, exercise pastoral 
oversight over the churches, institutions and ministers of ~ 
the Synod, visit them, confer with them as to their work, 

- wants and welfare; attend to installations and ordina- 
tions, and, in connection with the Pastor Joci, arrange 
for the laying of corner-stones and the consecration of : 
churches, or appoint committees therefor; attend the 
meetings of the district Conferences whenever possible, 
and in general perform such duties as will promote the 
harmony and development of the Synod; for which he 
may be properly remunerated by vote of Synod. 


He shall report annually in writing all his official acts, 
together with a general survey of the state of the 
churches and institutions of the Synod, and any sugges- 
tions or recommendations he may deem proper tosubmit. 


He shall also, in connection with the other officers of 
the Synod, be empowered to receive, hold, sign and con- 
vey all deeds, bonds, or other ‘legal documents for the 


Synod, as the Synod may direct; and he shall be the cus- 
todian of the seal. 


3. The Secretary shall, besides the duties generally 
belonging to his office, carefully preserve all records and 
documents. He shall report to the Executive Commit- 
tee allitems of unfinished business, and matters in last 
year’s minutes requiring the Synod’s attention. 


_ 4. The Treasurer shall make an annual report of his 
receipts and disbursements, accompanied by vouchers. — 
He shall not pay out any monies except as ordered by 
the Synod, or upon the written order of the President 
countersigned by the Secretary. He shall also furnish 
bonds if the Synod so require. wt 


_§. Incase of a vacancy in any of these offices the Ex- 
ecutive Committee shall have enone to fill the: same 
until the next convention. | | 
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ARTICLE 
1. The Ministerium , consisting of all the Ministers of 


the Synod, shall constitute a committee on the ordina- _— 


tion, reception and discipline of Ministers, under the om- 
visions elsewhere set forth: 


One-third (4%) of the Ministers shall constitute a . 
quorum, and the President and Secretary of the Synod. 
shall be the President and Secretary of the Ministerium. 


2. The Executive Committee shall consist of the Offi- 
cers of the Synod, the Presidents of the Conferences, and | 
_a Lay Delegate from each Conference, to be elected by 
Synod. The President of Synod shall be ex-officio Chair- 
man of the Committee. 


The Executive Committee shall act as advisers to the 
President, consider and formulate the business to come 
before Synod, have charge of the Educational and Mis- 


‘sionary operations of Synod, and see that the resolutions 
of Synod are carried out. 


It shall meet at thecall of the President, and reguiarly 
within the week preceding the meeting of Synod, at 
which time all reports intended for the Synod shall be 
_ submitted for examination. 


3. The President shall, at the opening of Synod, ap- 
point a committee of three (3) Ministers on Credentials. 


4, The President-elect shall, upon taking the chair, 
appoint the following committees: On President's Re- 
— on Auditing, on Reception of Congregations, on 

eneral Council Minutes, on Statistics and Parochial 
Reports, on Apportionments, on Excuses, and on Travel- 
ing Expenses; and, at the close of the convention, an Ex- 
amining Committee to serve for one Synodical year. 


ARTICLE IX —MEETINGS oF SyNoD. 


1. The Synod shall meet annually at such time as Is 
specified in the By-Laws. 


2. Special Meetings may becalled by the President at. 
the request of one-fifth (4) of the Ministers, the other — 
officers consenting; but no business shall be transacted 
at a Special Meeting, except the particular business for 
- which it was called. 


3. .It shall be requied of all Ministers 
to attend all the meetings of the Synod from the com- 
mencement to the end; and nothing but urgent necessity, 
or positive inability to attend, shall be regarded as a 
valid excuse for absence. In. all cases absentees shall 
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excuses to the President or and 


- absence. without excuse may subject the offender to | 


discipline. 


4. One-third (44) of the Ministers, with the Lay Dele- 
gates present, shall constitute a Quorum. - 


5, The time and place of the meetings shall be pub- 
lished by the Secretary in the church papers, at least four 
(4) weeks 1 in advance. | 


ARTICLE x -—CONFERENCES. 
2: The Synod shall be divided into District Confer- 


ences, the boundaries and extent of which shall be deter- | 


_mined from time to time as the Synod may direct. 


2. ‘The Conferences shall hold one or more meetings 
ayear. The President of Synod, if present, shall be en- 
titled to a seat and vote. 


3. The work of the Conferences shall be to assist in 
carrying out the resolutions of the Synod; to aid in sup- 
plying vacant Congregations with the Means of Grace; — 
and, in connection with the Executive Committee, to 
look after the mission fields within their bounds; to dis- 

cuss theological and practical questions; and to attend 
to such matters as may be referred tothem by theSynod. 


4. The Conferences may, with the consent of the 
Congregations interested, alter existing Pastorial 


Charges; but no Pastorshall form ordivideany Pastoral | 


_ Charge without the approval of the Conference. 


5. The President of each Conference shall have sup- 
ervision over the Congregations in his Conference and 
when possible visit them at least once a year. He shall 
report his official acts and any matters requiring the 
attention of Synod, to the President of Synod at least 
three weeks before the meeting thereof. 


6. The rules for Special Meetings, Attendance, Quo- 
rumyand Announcement, in Article [X, abel also apply 
to Conferences. 


7. .A Conference may adopt for itself any rules and 
regulations not in conflict with the Constitution and 
By-Laws of the Synod. : 


ARTICLE XI.—DISCcIPLINE OF MINISTERS. 


1. This Synod shall have power to discipline ta ; 


Ministers for heresy, immorality, or any misdemeanor 
incompatible with the sacred office; or for any other 
violation of its Constitution. 
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2. Should s serious charges of any 


of the offences named in Section 1 of this Article be 
lodged against a Minister with a Church Council by 


_ three (3) credible witnesses, who are members in good 
_ standingin his Congregation, or should be charged with 


some specific sin by notorious and lasting rumor accom- 
panied with strong presumption of guilt, and should the 
‘Council, after exhausting every effort to remove all just 


 ‘eause of complaint and restore harmony, fail ; it shall 


report the case to the President of Synod. 


Charges may also be brought by three fellow-Ministers 
in the Synod, or by an appeal from the action or decision 
of the Church Council; but all charges must be in writ- 


ing, must be specific, and must be signed by at least 
three (3) credible witnesses. 


3. Whenever a case is thus reported to the President 
of Synod, he shall appoint four (4) Ministers to assist 
him in investigating the same, two (2) of whom shall be 


selected by the accused; and, if they find the accused 


guilty, they may authorize the President to reprimand 
him or suspend him from office until the next meeting of 
the Ministerium, which shall investigate and report to 


Synod, when Synod may reprimand, suspend or ~— 
him, or remove the suspension. 


_ -A two-thirds (%) vote of the members present 
Synodical session shall be necessary to impose or con- — 


tinue the suspension, and a four-fifths (4) vote to depose. — 
him from office. 


Appeals from the findings of the Doceniiter may be ) 


ler to the Synod through the Ministerium. 


: Theaccused shall be regularly summoned in writ- 


appear before the Committee at least three (3) 


-—oweeks before the time of his examination, and at the 


same time be furnished with a copy of the charges. 


All relevant testimony shail be heard, and that in 
- the presence of the accused if he so desires. He shall have 


a right to be heard in his own defense, but no legal coun- 
sel shall be allowed to plead in his behalf. Should he fail 
to appear, without sufficient excuse, the case shall pro- 
ceed without him. 


ARTICLE XII.—DIscipLinE OF CONGREGATIONS. 


1. Should any Congregation turn away from the faith 
of the Church as expressed in Article II, or violate the re- 
quirements of the Constitution and persist in such dis- 
loyalty after proper efforts have been made to restore it, 
the Synod may exclude it from oprakccndedl 
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2. In the case of the discipline of a Congregation the | 
_ real property of the Congregation shall remain with the 


part thereof loyal to the Synod. 


ARTICLE oF LayMEN. 


1. A Layman under discipline in his Con ation 
may appeal to his Conference and from it to Synod. The 
appeal must be in writing, be addressed to the President 
and be made within sixty (60) days after the action com- 
_ plained of, and the Congregation concerned must be im- 
mediately notified by the President. 


When an appeal is taken to Conference or beak, the 
_ accused may select, or ask the President to appoint a 
clergyman to conduct his case. The investigation may 
include the constitutionality of the proceedings, the orig- 
inal charges, and the justice of the sentence, = 


of the acccused if he so desires it. 


A two-thirds (%) vote of the Conference or - Synod is 
necessary to reverse the decision of a Church Council or 
Congregation. 


ARTICLE XIV. 


| “With the exception of pean, II, this Constitution 
may be amended at any eg ar meeting of the Synod by 
a two-thirds (%) vote of the members present, provided 


such amendment in writing shall have been proposed 


_ by five (5) members at a previous Annual i | 
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ARTICLE I. —ANNUAL MEETING. ree 


The Opening Service of the Annual Meeting shall be 
the evening of the Wednesday after Trinity 
Sunday. 


ARTICLE 
The election of officers shall proceed, without nomina- 


, tion, by ballot, and a two-thirds (%) vote shall elect. | 
j Should: a third ballot be necessary, the vote shall be con- 


fined to the two receiving the highest number of votes 


on the second ballot, and a majority shall elect. 


LS III.—Orper oF Business. 


4. Each regular meeting of the Synod shall begin 
with the prescribed Morning Service of the Church 
Book, in connection with a Sermon by the President or 


“some one appointed by him; and shall — _ cele- 
bration of the Lord’s Supper. 


2. The Order of Business shall be: 
I. Opening Exercises according to the Liturgy. 


II. Calling of the roll by parishes, the presentation 
: of Credentials of Lay Delegates, and the ref- 
erence of same to a Committee of three. 


TLL, President’s Report. 

_ IV. Treasurer's Report. 
V. Report of Committee on Cepdentiale: 

VI. Election of Officers. 


‘VIL Appointment of Committees the President- 
elect : 


1: On President’s Report, three mentbers. 
2. On Auditing, two members. _ | 


3. On Reception of Congregations, three 
members. 


4. On General Council Stleubes, two mem- | 
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8. On Statistics and Parochial Reports, one 
member. - 


6. On Apportionment, two members. 
7. On Excuses, one member. 
8. On Traveling Expenses, two members. 


: 9. On Examination of Proctocol, two mem- 


VIII. Welcome initiated to Visiting Brethren, 
IX. Notice of New Business. 
XX. Reports of Standing Committee: 
a. Executive Committee. a 
_b. Report of Ministerium (whenever ready.) 


c. Report of Delegates to General Council, 


and election of delegates. 
d. Report of Boards of Directors and Visit- 


ors of the Charitable and Educational | 


_ Institutions, and election of members 
of such Boards. 


e. Report of Archivarius. 


XI. Biographical sketches of deceased members, | 


read by persons appointed by the President 
as occasion requires. 


XI. Reports of Special Committees. 


XIII. Miscellaneous Business— Missions, Education, : 


etc. 


XIV. Determination of tne time and place of next . 


meeting. 


Xv. Appointment of Committee, ‘Dele- 
| gates, etc. 


XVI. . Reading of the Minutes of the last session. 
XVII. Adjournment. 


XVIIE, Closing Exercises to the order of 
the Liturgy. 


3. Each session shall be opened with a short serv- 


ice and closed sa prayer. 


ARTICLE IV. —RULES OF Orper. 


1. The President shall note the names of the persons’. 


wishing to speak on any question, and shall grant them 


the floor 1 in regular order. No person shall, without the 
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- Main question is precluded. 


consent of Synod, be allowed to speak more than twice 
on any question. 


2. When required, motions shall be reduccd to writ- 
ing. Reports shall be made in written or printed form. 


3. When objection is made to the consideration of 


any matter, the Synod shall decide upon the sgisionactit 


“Shall it be considered and discussed ?” 


4. Whena Question i is under debate, no wation shall 
be in order except: ; | 


a. To adjourn. 

b. To table. 

c. To close debate. 

d. To postpone indefinitely. 
Which motions are undebatable. 

_ To postpone to a definite time. 

To refer. 

g. To amend, or divide. 

h. To substitute. 
Which latter motions are shall have 


— 


_ precedence in the order named. 


5. Under a motion no refer or amend, debate on the 


6. A matter tabled or indefinitely postponed, shall | 


not be called up during the same Convention; nor shall 
any question be considered at the same session without | 


a two-thirds (%) vote of the members present. 


7. On the requisition of five (5) members, the yeas 
and nays shall be entered on the Minutes. 


8. These Rules of Order shall apply also” to the 
Ministerium and Conferenees. - 


9. All Questions not otherwise provided for shall be 
decided by ROBERT’s RULES OF ORDER. 


ARTICLE V 


to these By-Laws ma be made by a 
two-thirds vote, provided the amendment in writing, 


over one day. 
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